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even fantastic views that were always worthy of
admiration.

Dupleix who was governor of Pondichery in
1742 fostered valuable enterprises; he wanted to
develop the French possessions in India and
continue Dumas' and Francois Martin's work.
Three years later Bertrand-Fran^ois Mahe de La
Bourdonnais went back to his former position of
governor-general of the lies de France and of
Bourbon. A forerunner of Gallieni and Lyautey,
he succeeded in transforming the appearance of
these neglected regions, rousing the native's en-
thusiasm and stirring up a recrudescence of activity
and work. After establishing arsenals, hospitals
barracks and a naval dock-yard, he infringed the
Company's routine methods and reaped a reward
not of praise but of blame. But for Orry's and
Maurepas' enlightened protection he would have
fallen, despite his courage. Dupleix, when besieged
in Pondichery by English warships, called on him
for assistance; but after that, on 2ist September
1746, the taking of Madrid finally set the two
governors at loggerheads. La Bourdonnais wanted
to give the town up to the English for the sum
of eleven thousand pounds, while Dupleix planned
to keep it; the latter won the day.

La Bourdonnais was falsely accused and had to
leave India; he gained his liberty after being
imprisoned in London, only to be sent to the
Bastille for three years.

Thanks to Paradis* energy Madras successfully
repelled her enemy's attacks while Dupleix was
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